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O Jerusalem! is the epic drama of 1948, when Arabs and Jews fought for control of the city of

Jerusalem. This story traverses centuries and continents, covering the time between WWII and the

creation of the independent state of Israel. Based on five years of intensive research and thousands

of interviews, this is a story of courage, terrorism, heroism, and ultimately, war.
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Most people who have not made it their specific study are relatively unaware of the creation of the

state of Israel. Fortunately, there is this excellent account of the birth of Israel and the war that

followed. This book does have a number of flaws, but despite this should be read by anyone looking

for a fair account of the origins of the Arab-Israeli conflict.The book is the result of exhaustive

research by two well respected authors including several hundred interviews conducted in the late

1960s. The focus of the book is at the micro level, the lives and experiences of common people who

were swept up into the maelstrom of battle, but at the same time it does address the Macro

considerations of the great leaders and powers. As such it contains an amazing caste of characters,

mainly in their own words, from Jewish immigrants, to King Hussein of Jordan, to simple Arab

villagers, to President Truman. Perhaps despite this, O' Jerusalem is a VERY readable book and a

true page-turner.The real failure of the book is that it was the product of its time. It was written

shortly after the Six Day War in which Israel took on three of its neighbors and decisively defeated

them. It was also long before the full implications of the refugee problem were known. As a result, it

tends to paint the Israelis in a rather positive light. It leans ever so slightly in their favor on most

questions. (more on this later)That said, the authors made great efforts to be totally objective and



exercised the greatest academic rigor. When there are contradicting versions of an event, they

provide both versions with sane and level headed analysis. They restrict their information to primary

sources rather than so many books now which use secondary or processed information.
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